1. Phonology and transcription 
1.1 Phonemes 

Figure 1 gives the Binukid phonemes and their point of articulation: 





bilabial 


alveolar 


velar 


glottal 


voiceless stops 


P 


t 


k 


1 


voiced stops 


b 


d 


g 




nasals 


m 


n 


Q 




fricatives 




s 




h 


liquids* 


w 


l,r 


y 





Figure 1. Consonants (C) 



high/mid front 


central 


high/mid back 


i 


e (mid) 


u 


a (low) 



Figure 2. Vowels (V) 



There is an additional phoneme of stress, indicated by an acute accent C) over the vowel, that varies 
dialectically though it usually occurs on the next to the last syllable. 

1.2 Transcription 
1.2.1 Orthography 

The phoneme symbols (/ /) are used with the following exceptions: 

The glottal stop (') is not written in word initial position or between vowels, for example: 



asu 
biiu 



/bu*u/ 



*dog* 
*fish trap' 



* / is a lateral, r is a flap, and w and y are semivowels. 



Grammar Sketch » 

A hyphen (-) marks it word medially when it occurs following a consonant, for example: 

hab'Ung /habug/ 'mildew' 

A grave accent (^) is written over the vowel which precedes a glottal in word or syllable final position, 



example: 






bakH 
bdbd 


/bakaV 
/ba'baV 


•jaw* 
'mouth* 



The velar nasal phoneme (q) is transcribed by the digraph ng, for example: 

sangla /sagla/ 'leprosy' 

Since stress has a low contrastive function, it will be marked only when it causes a difference in 
meaning between two words, for example: 

pahid *wipe' pahld *shrub* 

said 'small cut' said 'sin' 

The Binukid alphabet consists of the following letters: a^ by k, d, e^, g, h, i, /, m, n, ng,p, r, s, r, m^ w 
andy. 

1*2*2 Spelling modifications 

The symbols c, /, j, o, v and z are introduced through proper names, for example: 

dabaw - 'Davao* 

pilipi ahuk = 'Felipe^ Ajoc' 

A hyphen (-) is introduced between a stem reduplication prefix and the stem to facilitate recognition 
of the stem, for example: 

muyamuya == muya-muya 'whisper' 

agkaanaanahan = agkaana-anahan 'be in a hurry' 

The word manga marking plurality is written mga, following accepted Philippine usage. 

2. Alternations 

2.1 Morphophonemic alternations 

2.1.1 Additions 

Stems ending in the vowel a add h before a suffix, those ending in u add w, and those ending in i add 



y, for example: 














basa 


'read' 


+ 


-an 


= 


basahan 


'book' 


abu 


'ashes' 


+ 


-an 


= 


abuwan 


'fire table' 


agi 


*go by' 


+ 


-an 


= 


agiyan 


'path' 



^ The pepet -sound, made in the center of the mouth with unrounded lip position, is represented by e rather than o, 
as preferred by some, in order to prevent confusion with the Ccbuano o symbol which is used interchangeably with u 
and represents a different sound; namely, one made in the back of the mouth with rounded lip position (Wolff 19723c). 

^ The letter u is used to represent both the u (high back) and o (mid back) sounds, as there are no contrasthw sets 
of words where the u and o cause a difference of meaning (e.g., Binokid = Binukid and ho = /i«). 

* "In Cebuano publications ft/ is sometimes written i, sometimes e, but with no consistency..." (Wolff 1972:ix). 



xii Binukid Dictionary 



2.1.2 Assimilation 

The nasal (N-) of the iN- prefix assimilates to the point of articulation of the consonant it precedes 
with the exception of the glottal stop and h which are preceded by n, for example: 



palit 


*buy' 


+iAr- = 


impalit 


'bought' 


tabun 


'leave behind' 


-^iN'-- 


intabun 


'left behind' 


kagun 


'spokesman' 


+iN' = 


ingkagun 


'sent as spokesman' 


ila 


'give' 


+/7V- = 


in-ila 


'gave' 


heles 


'hide' 


+iM = 


inheles 


'hid' 



The nasal of the paN- class of prefixes assimilates to the point of articulation of the consonant it 
precedes. With the exception of J, g, /, /i, y and sometimes h, the consonant following the nasal is lost, 
for example: 



pana 


'bow' 


+paN- 


= pamana 


*shoot with bow and arrow' 


takaw 


'thief 


+paN- 


= panakaw 


*stear 


kapay 


'wave' 


+paN' 


= pangapay 


'beckon by waving' 


diid 


'tongue' 


^paN- 


= pandild 


Mick' 


gabun 


'cloud' 


-^paN- 


= panggabun 


*cover with clouds' 



With affixation of both the paN- class and CVN-reduplication (CVNR-) prefixes, the nasals of both 
prefixes assimilate to the point of articulation of the consonants they precede, and the consonants 
following the nasals are lost, for example: 

salsal + maN' + CVNR- = mananalsal 

forge blacksmith 

helaw +paN' +CVNR- = pangengelaw 

look in distance look around in distance 

2.1.3 Consonant and vowel loss 

When the -urn- and 'Umin- infixes are added to a stem or a stem reduplication prefix (StemR-) 
beginning with/;, ft, h or glottal stop (*), the initial consonant of the stem or the stem reduplication prefix 
is lost, as the u of the infix also often is, for example: 

hipanaw + -um- = mipanaw 

travel will travel 

patay + StemR- + -umin- = minatay-patay 

die died 

When the -an and -anan suffixes are added to stems ending in eC-, the e is lost. If the stem ends in 
heC-, the h and C- mctathesize as h cannot occur as the first member of a consonant cluster, for example: 

habel 'blanket' +-anan = hablanan 'weaving loom' 

gahem *power* +-anan = gamhanan 'powerful' 

2.1.4 Vowel loss and metathesis 

When the -enen suffix is added to stems ending in glottal stop (*), the first e of the suffix is lost and 
the glottal stop (') and the first n or the suffix metathesize, for example: 



mama 


/mamaV 


+ 'en€n = 


maman-en /maman*en/ 


betel nut 






betel nut chew 


bahd 


/bahaV 


^-enen = 


bahan-en /bahan'en/ 


flood 






sneeze 



Grammar Sketch 



Xill 



When stems ending in 'eC-, u'uC- or uiuC- are sufHxed, the vowel preceding the C- is lost and the 
glottal (*) or / and C- metathesize, for example: 



katuen 
know 

pulus 
benefit 



/katu'en/ 



+ -a/i 



+ma- -^--anen == 



katun-an /katun*an/ 

know something 

mapuslanen 
useful 



With affixation of more than one suffix, the first of which is -en, to stems ending in «'«, the final u of 
the root and the e of the first suffix are lost and the glottal (*) and n of the first suffix metathesize, for 
example: 



pinuu 
sit 



/pinu'u/ 



+ -en + -ay + -a 



pinun-aya /pinun'yaV 

chair 



2.1.5 Change of ^ to r 

When stems ending in d are suffixed, the d becomes r, for example: 

belad *dry in sun* +-<?/i = belaren 'something drying in the sun' 

2.1.6 Stress shift 

With suffixation the stress shifts to the new penult of the word, for example: 

kdgat 'bite' 4--en = kagdten *bitc something' 

lebeng 'bury* -^--anan = lebengdnan 'grave' 

2.1.7 Contractions 

Contractions resulting from partial or total syllable loss freely fluctuate with their uncontracted forms, 
for example: 



gaid 
dini 


— din 




'perhaps* 
'here' 


duun 


~ dun 




'on/in/at' 


ganina 
kanina 


— ganin 
~ kanin 


- gan 
~ kan 


'earlier' 
'later' 


Qtiyuay 

diya 

haini 


— tyuay 

— dyd 

— hai 




'smair 

'there/at/to' 

'this' 



2.2 Dialectic alternations 

In some of the inland areas, d is used in place of r between vowels, for example: 
hudd 'none' badui 'extract' 
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